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Hitherto Unpublished

Letter Shows First
AmericanWasKeen
for Military Infor-
mation and Knew
How to Get It

I?\’ these war times when our army anid
our navy have highly developed In-
telligence Bureaus the adviee of George
Washington in regard to what was prob-
ably the first intelligence service the
American military and maval forces ever
had is interesting reading. It is eou-
tained in a lctter written by the then
commander in chief of the Continental
Army on Mareh 21, 1779, at a time when
the cause was nol going any too well.
There is nothing to indicate to whom the
letter was addressed, as the superscription
is simply “Sir,” and Martin Hofer of
103 Fast Seventy-fifth street, who owns
the letter, does not possess any envelope.
Bat evidenlly the communieation was seut
to the director of what was then the In-
telligeace Bureau, although of course ihat
name was not used in those days.

With the letter went ffty guineas for
a certain 8—— C——r, a member of
the secret service. Also went the sdviee
of Washington sa i how the seeretl ser-
vice agent should proceed to get informa-
tion of the movements and plans of the
British troops that would be of value to
the Continental forces. Of peculiar in-
terest at this time, when there is a demand
for a forty foot channel through Hell
Gale for use of our navy, is the postserip’
query of Washington reading:

“I wish merely for euriosity and that
I mav be prepared with sufficient know!-
edge for any future favourable comtir-
geney to know the depth of Hell Gate, the
Jarmest ship of war that has ever passei
it and the largest that ean pass it.”

Importance Early Realized.

This «<hows that at the very heginuing
of onr fight for national existeace the
importance of the Hell Gate channel from
2 militury and naval point of view was
recogmized by Washington, wha wa<
-muster of siralegy. That this impectanee
was overlooked by the military and naval
-guthorities in later vears is proved by the
faet that nothing was done to improve ibe
Hell Gate channel. And it kas oniy been
sinee the outbreak of the Kuropean war
that there has heen agitution for the deep-
ening of the channel to a point where our
naval vessels could use it frecly.

History does not show whether George
Washington as the first President ol ghe
United Siates altempted in any w3 o
improve conditions in Hell Gate, hut now
after wore than a eentury and a quarter
Presiden: Wilson hins personally inter
ested himself in the improvement of thh
channel. It was beeause of the work
done by Murray Hulbert, Commissioner
of Docks and Ferries, to seeure the im-
mediate deepening of the channel to forty
feet that Mr. Hofer the other day took
to his office the originul Washington letter
and pointed out to him the direct evi.
depee of Washington's realization of the
importance of that eatrance to New York
Harboi.

Why He Wanted to Know.

[hat we are now conperating as an aily
of Frunce us well as of Grear Britain
against a common enemy makes it ol
intcrest to reeall what probably was m

"ashington’s mind in March, 1779, when
he wanted to know whas was the lurgest
ship that could go through Hell Gate.
Thin Frunee was onr ally in our war
against Great Britain.  In May, 1778,
treaties of allinner with Franee had been
ratified 8s the resnlt of the work of Ben.
jamin Franklin and two otber American
Commissioners.

“But :he alliance bromght troubles as
well as blessings in its train,” wrote Sena-
tor Henry Cubot Lodge in his ~Life of
Washingten.” +It induced & relaxation in
popular cnergy and earried with it new
and difficult problems for the commander
in chief.”

In July the French sent a fleet under
D’Estaing. Washingion saw the possi-
bility of intercepting u British fleet, hut
the French commander found he was ton
late st the Delawacce.

“Then he turned to New York and was
too late there” wriles Senator Lodge,
“and found further that he ~ould not get
bis ships over the bar.”

The fieet then went L3 Newport, where
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" Part of the Washington “spy” letter and his inquiry about Hell Gate.

there was more delay. It went out to
battie, but way battered by a storm and
put in at Boston to refit. This eaused an
outburst of grumbling among American
officors, which Washington did what he
could to ailay. But when he had refitted
the French commander sailed for the West
Indies.

“Nothing more was heard of the allies
until the spring was well advaneed,” Sen
ator Lodge savs in his book, “when M.
Geard, the Miniter, wrote, intimaling
thai I"Estaing was about to return, and
asking what we would do. Washington
replied at length professing his willing
ness to cooperate in any way and offering,
il the Freneh would =end ships, to aban
don everrthmg, rua all risks and make
an attack upon New York., Nothing fur-
ther vame of 1t and Washington heard
that the et had gone to the Southern
Ntates,”

It was undoubtedly this prospect ol
a combined land and sea atlack on New
York that led Washington lo inquire as
to the capeeity of the Hell (iate ehannel.
Althongh the hilp of the French nave
at New York did not materialize it was
Washington's steadfast helief that he anid
Clinton, the English General, would in
time fight 1t oot around New Yook,

It was abont the time he wrote thi
Ietter in regurd to the proper way (o g
mformation that Washington showed o
pessimism nbout the onteome that wus noi
characteristic of the man. To Georse
Mazon he wrote:

“I have seen without despondency even
ter a moment the hours which America

[

(Continned from preceding pagr.}

as nothing el can. Do you remember
that passage in ‘Le Fen' or Under Fire'
by Barbusse, where the soldier told of
his going back to see his wite on a day’s
leave—hdéw he reached there late in the
evening and how it was raining and they
liad to take in some soldiers out of the
wet ! How the home consisted of one
room and how in the moeming the sol-
dier's wite mave him 8 package of food
sayme, “This | saved for vou, 1t was to
have been our sopper, there was not
enough 1o share around smong il of s
Now you are lo keep it
them enough.'”™

He answered:  “Duplicate that buok
and itx meidints ten, twenty, thirly thay
sand towoes and voa will have the anee
dotes you want.”

“But there mu<t be a millon nes one<.

“There are, but comehow we do not like
to tell it—— it makes things sepm more and
less termble than they are, and we who
are fighting or Haly eannot afford to
stop to think -to think of such things as
I have witnessed. A shell lalling into a
graveyard returning the dead, the dead
who always retarn dead.  The sightd are

we have ;_‘:'i\'r-n

too awful, the sounds too horrible—-and
the stench, the heavy warm air full of
th7 aroma of the wutilated, the trugie

has styled her gioomy ones; but I have
beheld no day sinece the commencement
of hostilities that 1 have thought her lib-
erties in such imminent danger as st pres-
ent. Indeed we are vergming so fast to
destruetion that T am tillel with sensa-
tions to which T have been a stranger till
within these three months.”

The espronage letter reads:

Mipn: sumoox, Mar, 21, “TY.

Sir: With this lotter you will ereive
Yirty Guineas for 8 — C—r, which yon
will cause to by delivered as soon s
pessible with an earnest exiortation to
use them with a1l possible svonomy, as
I find it we ry Jifficalt to obtain bard
mones,

Lowish F 0 could full gpon ome more
dire-t ehaniwl Ty v bl his letters conld
be vonvesed, is the eflicacy of his vom-
munications is et in the circniteus
rotiles, 1 he ennled :ullu]..mn method of
comvexing his detters ta Gop 'l Maxwell
a1 Elizalwthiowu, or to Col Shraive ot
Newark, they vould come o me with
nore dispateh, s or sopseqenes render
his eorrespondence more valuable,

As all great movements, awd the foun-
tain of all intellyoones must originate
at, & provesd Troes the beadguarters of
tiee enemy "s army, - Luad Detter reside
at New York meet with- and pat on
the oirs of a Tory to ecover his real
charaeter & avoul suspicion.  In all his
communientions he should be carefol in
disinguishing mutter of facts frowm
matters of report.— Reports and actions
should be comparcd before ronclusions
are drawn, to prevent as much a8 possic
Ll dhevepd ion,

Varticulnr attention is to be paid

to the arrival, & Jdepurture of all Flects
amd to the alterations in the canton
ments of the Troops aml their respee
tive movements with the destination of
them, if it to be come at, aud before it

Soldier-Artist

bareness of everything! Not a free. not
a flower, not a blade of grass —nothing
coming out of the gronnd, but everything
going mfo 1t."

“And now?”

“I leat Pariz and my stadio to go 1o
[taly; now [ have left [taly to come to
America —my job is a diflicult one. 1
must try o muke Amerien realize what
Ttaly know=. I must try to show Ameriea
that she has somethine tinaneial, intellee-
tnal and commercial that she ean give to
Italy, that she mv 1 give fo Italy it she
would see the ware won, 1f ske would not
have Prusan ogaic take hold of os, and
not only us bul the whele world. For I
say to you all that if Italy fails the Allies
will {ail, that America will fail.”

At this moment the bell :onge gud a
messenger boy hroaght in a jelter. The
Captain sprang for it

“From my dear CGeneral,” he said, Lald-
ing it up to the lighty, nand slew!y tearng
it across the cnd he added :

“America must rise ghove her sang —
her judgment that 15 backed up by a
phrase —the [tal’an has been called o
‘Wop, & “I*ago’ and in those two words
vou have a mare sokt'e knife than the
dagger of war, A more terrible weapon
than the muee, for it is on & slung word
at times that a uation Las zonce dusm
into obhvion.,”

Postscript Reveals
General Knew Stra-
tegic Value of Hell
Gate Channel,Deep-
ening of Which Has
Long Been Delayed

is too iate to profit by the knowledgo.—

Al reinforcements, whether of whole

corps—detachments—or reeruits (for

the purpose of filling their regiments)

to be earefully , & the pumbors—

description—&e. properly designated.—
All detachments and the & des-
tination of them to be scrutinized with
an equally attentive,

'I‘;J: tnlper’ and expectation of the
Tories & refugees is worthy of comwid-
eration, ss much may be gathered from
their expectations and prospects—for
this purpose an intimacy with some well
informed Refugee may be political &
advantageous.—highly so will it be to
contraet an sequaintance with a person
in the naval d - bv;ibo m{
either be emgagrd in nsiness ©
providing transports for the emburka-
tion of Troops, or im victualling of
them.—Many other things will occur
apon reflection without an ennumers-
tion of them, I shall therefore only add
my wishes that the whole may be placed
on sueh a footing as to answer the end
moat effectually, & that 1 am,

Sir, Y'r very H'ble Serv't,
G, WasHINGTON.

P, 8 -1 wish merely for curiosity,
and that [ wmay be prepared with suf-
ficient knowledge for any future fa-
vourabile contiageney, to kuow the depth
of Hell Gatal—tic largest ship of war
that hes ever pussed it?7—& the larpest
that can pass it?— G. W
Most «* the advice that Washington

gives to the member of the Continental
secrel serviee is as good to-day for a mun
similarly situated as it was then. It is a
zood example of the sound common sense
and intuition of Washington. Informa-
tion such as he asks his agent to get about
the English pMus and movements is just
our enemics wonld like to Lnow
and movements toaday

whal
sbonl our plan
wid probubly just what they are smking.

One Hurdle Less.
‘.SITTI\H mexl toome laat naghi,

saul the subway traveilor, “wnz

-

o man who had Lis legs erossed: not in
the undinary manner, with the erosal leg
and foot dangling, bat with the aukle
resting on the knee of his other by, this
making the fool projvet ngidly i peo-
ple’s way.  The man =al there with his
legs erossed in that Fushion, gquite meon-
verned, reading a newspaper.

“People travellimg in the subway oot
aecustomed to lookimg ont for thenselves
aml everyhody passive steorml cleas of
this  projecting  Toot, until the truin
stopped at w stution. At this station, just
a5 the guned was abont to elose the door,
a man sitting turther along in the ear
suddenly realized that this was where he
wanlesd to get off and e jomped up and
made a run for it.

“He never saw tiat projecting foot at
all, he ran slam into it, hard enough al-
most to knoek it off, but he never lonked
around; he kept right on and just made
the door.

“Iiid it annoy the erosslegged man 1o
think that he'd had his foot out in pro-
ple’s way like that ! Quile the contrary.

“As the running man sped on the
crosslegged man who had just been so
Joltedd looked up from his paper and fol-
lowed the other with his eve, while on his
face there was a lovk of sour indignation
which seemed o say:

“*What «do you mean by running into
my foot thal way?

“And then he litted his paper and went
on reading again.  DBul a minute later
sometling very curious and interestime
happened. .

“A minule Iafer this man lowered hLis
newspaper, slowly, to let it rest upon his
kncea; and his face showel clearly that
he was thinking. .\ moment later he un-
erossed Lis legs und put both feet on the
ﬂlull‘.

“Plamly ius thenght was that it was
not the man who had run into him that
was al fault, but he himself for putting

_his Toot up in that manner, where it
would be in [H‘Upll'lﬂ wWiy.

“He had seen a light, and it is a faet
that from that time on he sat with his
legs together and bulh feet on the fluor
and drawn baek. a5 every mao sheuld do
when riding in the snhway.”




